Vereda do Pico Castelo
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The Foolpath

This trall begins at Molede, next to the Reglonal
Highway and conlinues up the foresiry road, with two
alfernative routes lo follow, either along the north side or
the south side of Pico do Facho. The laffer has the dislinc-
fion of being the longest footpath of Porto Santo Isiand.

As we cross the ceniral zone of the island at the base
of Pico do Facho. we can see fraces of old farmiands and
of the hard work of building the cul sfone walls, and con-
template the amazing effort made by man fo reforest the
island.

At the top of Pico Caslelo, you will come vpon a statue
in honour of Anténio Schioppa de Azevedo, the driving
force behind the reforestation of Porfo Sanfo. This process
of arborisafion has helped control the effecls of erosion
that are seen on this island. Some exofic species were
infreduced, whose wild nalure is more resistant fo the
adverse condifions, examples being the Aleppo pine
(Pinus halepensis), the Maritime pine (Pinus pinaster) and
the Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa). Indige-
nous species that can be found include the dragon free
{Dracaena draca), the olive free (Ofea sp), the holm oak
(Quercus fex ssp. rofundifolia), some fire frees (Myrica
faya). broom heath (Erica scoparia) and pride of Madeira
(Echium nervosum).

The walk affords magnificent views and the opporiu-
nity te come in contact with the fauna of the island,
observing flocks of red-legged parfridge (Afectoris rufa),
birds of prey such as the common buzzrard (Bufeo bufeo
buteo) and the kesirel (Falco finnunculus canariensis), the
colourful house sparrow (Passer domesiicus) and the
impressive hoopoe (Upupa epops).

Affer the climb fo the top of Pice Castelo, you reach
the end of the frail af the Canhéo Belvedere and have a
view of the city of Vila Baleira and in the background
almost the entire length of the island. In the distance you
can make outf the Deserfed Islands and Madeira.
The name Pico Castelo dales from the 15th cenfury and
derives from the fact that there was a fort there where the
local inhabifants tock refuge when they were aftacked by
French pirales or Algerians. lis ceniral localion and greater
ease of organising the defence of the people made it a
frue Castle,



Description

Distance: 3.2 km/ 4.6 km
Time: Th 30m/ 2h 15m
Highest point: 435m
Lowes! point: 225m

Starl: Moledo

Finish; Canhdo Belvedere

Warning
No springs en route, cormry drinking waler.

Confacts

Emergency number 112
Civil Profection 291700112
Volundeer Fire Depariment [Porfe Sanfe) 291780040
Tourlst Office (Porlo Sanio) 291982351
Taxis (Porle Sanfo) 291982334
Local Festivities

* Festa de Sde Jodo - 5. John (24 June)
+ Fesla de Nossa Senhora da Grago (14 and 15 August)

Handcrafts

Palm leal hals: Embroidered paimetios: Reed cone baskels;
Clay figurines.
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Walking Code

- Avoid nolse or octions against nafure,

- Do nol lake plants or animal with you.

- Do not throw rubbish away (fissues do nof easily decompose).

- Do not light fires.

- If you are o smoker do nol throw cigareties ends on the foor,
keep them for the dusi-bin.

= Do nel change or damage the signs.

For your own safely ...

- Before slarfing oul moke sure you have updale Insiruclions on the
roule,

- Lef someone else know where you're going and when you expect
to refumn,

- Be sure fo confirm the lime it will loke so that you can finish before

nighifall.
- Take some exira food and waler with you.
- Wear sullable clothes and shoes;
= If possible foke o mobille phone whit you;
- In case of heavy rain or sirong winds do nof go on and)for furn

back using the same roufe.
- Den't fake risks.
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Technical information:

Texts: Reglonal Fores! Bureou
Fhodography: Reglonal Fores! Bweou
Reld work: Reglonal Fores! Biveauy
Graphic design: PEC
Coovdination: Ana 5¢

This work was financed by the project TOURMAC = Hiking Tourism and
Suslained Development . EU progrom INTERREG IN-8, Arcores. Modeira,
Canary.

Adverfising pamphiel 1* Ediion 2005 - 500 wnifs

REFRODUCTION INTERDICT

Vereda do Pico
Castelo

Porfo Santo Island Foolpaths




	panfIng_frente_PR2PS.jpg
	panfIng_interior_PR2PS.jpg

